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Research question:  What aspects of poverty are negotiated 

through talk and how?

o 6 recordings of child protection home visits

o English social work practice

o Small sample size

o Poverty defined as indicators of relative deprivation



Finding: Talk about poverty is functional and is resisted 

during home visits



Finding: Talk about poverty is sequential – risk first, poverty later

Risk and poverty approached as separate issues



Workshop questions:

1.Why were practitioners working in this way? 

Group discussion.



2. Would there be better ways of working with these 

families? See case study.


